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 [THE SHORT VERSION] The Editorial Board proposes a much shortened 
version of this, with the most recent information 
only for all other Codes as the ‘archival’ 
information will remain available in earlier 
versions of the Code. If we want to keep the long 
version with the history of all other codes, a 
proposed updated version is found at the end of 
this document 

International Code of Nomenclature of Prokaryotes 
(ICNP)1 

International Code of Nomenclature of Prokaryotes 
(ICNP)1 

 

This Appendix lists the current versions of Codes 
other than the ICNP. Details of earlier versions can be 
found in Appendix 1 of the 2008 revision of the ICNP 
(Parker et al. 2019) 

 

Footnote: 1. Formerly the International Code of 
Nomenclature of Procaryotes (sic), the International 
Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria (ICNB), and earlier, 
the International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria 
and Viruses. Also known informally as the Prokaryotic 
Code, formerly the Bacteriological Code (BC). 

Footnote: 1. Formerly the International Code of 
Nomenclature of Bacteria (1966), and, earlier, the 
International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria and 
Viruses (1958) and the International Bacteriological 
Code of Nomenclature (1948). Also known as the 
Bacteriological Code, and, since 2008, as the 
Prokaryotic Code. 

 

Early drafts of the International Bacteriological Code 
of Nomenclature were published in 1947 and 
reprinted in the Journal of Bacteriology in 1948 and 
as a reprint in the Journal of General Microbiology in 
1949. The first edition of the code approved by the 

Early drafts of the International Bacteriological Code 
of Nomenclature were published in 1947 and 
reprinted in the Journal of Bacteriology in 1948 and 
as a reprint in the Journal of General Microbiology in 
1949. The first edition of the code approved by the 

 



Judicial Commission was published as an annotated 
book in 1958 as the International Code of 
Nomenclature of Bacteria and Viruses. The 1966 
revision was published in article form only, as an 
update to Chapters 1–4. Subsequent editions were 
published as books in 1975 (1975 Revision) and 1992 
(1990 Revision). 
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an update to Chapters 1–4. Subsequent editions were 
published as books in 1975 (1975 Revision) and 1992 
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Journal of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology 
in 2019. 
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Footnote: 2. Formerly the International Code of 
Botanical Nomenclature (ICBN) and earlier, the 
International Rules of Botanical Nomenclature. Also 
known informally as the Botanical Code. 

Footnote: 2. Formerly the International Code of 
Botanical Nomenclature (ICBN) and earlier, the 
International Rules of Botanical Nomenclature. Also 
known informally as the Botanical Code. 

 

The first international rules governing botanical 
nomenclature were established in 1867 at the 
Fourth International Botanical Congress in Paris. 

Conflicting rules of botanical nomenclature were 
published in 1906 (the “Vienna Rules”) and 1907 
(the American Code of Botanical Nomenclature). 
These were later reconciled in the “Cambridge 
Rules” of 1935. 
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Footnote: 3. Also known informally as the Cultivated 
Plant Code 

Footnote: 3. Also known informally as the Cultivated 
Plant Code 

 

The first edition of the ICNCP was formally proposed 
in 1952, although the original concept for this code 
may date back to the International Horticultural 
Congress of Brussels in 1864. The first edition of this 
code was published in 1953, followed by later 
revisions. 
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Footnote: 4. Also known informally as the Zoological 
Code. ICZN stands for the International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature. 

Footnote: 4. Also known informally as the Zoological 
Code. ICZN stands for the International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature. 

 

Several sets of rules of zoological nomenclature from 
the 19th century predate the first internationally 
accepted rules. The first International Rules on 
Zoological Nomenclature were published in 1905 and 
amended by the zoological congresses of Boston 
1907, Graz 1910, Monaco 1913, Budapest 1927, 
Padova 1930, Paris 1948, Copenhagen 1953, and 
London 1958 (refer to the proceedings of these 
congresses). A major revision of these rules was 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



published as the first edition of the ICZN Code in 
1961. 
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International Code of Virus Classification and 
Nomenclature 

International Code of Virus Classification and 
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The nomenclature of viruses was covered under the 
International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria 

 
 
 

 



and Viruses until 1966, when an independent 
code was proposed for viruses. 

Ratified changes to the International Code of 
Nomenclature of Viruses will be published in 
Virology Division News in Archives of Virology, 
and in subsequent ICTV Reports. Also refer to 
the Minutes of the Meetings of the International 
Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses for actions 
on proposals to change the code. 
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Supplementum 2). New York: Springer Wien; 
1991. pp. 48–51. 

 
The International Code of Virus Classification and 
Nomenclature. ICTV Code; 2018. 
https://talk.ictvonline.org/information /w/ictv-
information/383/ictv-code [Accessed 9.11.2020] 

Footnote: 5. Prior to 1975, ICNV referred to the 
International Committee on Nomenclature of Viruses. 
This was later renamed the International Committee 
on Taxonomy of Viruses (ICTV) 

  

BioCode BioCode  
In March 1994, a meeting was held in Egham, United 
Kingdom, to investigate the feasibility of harmonizing 
the five major Codes of Nomenclature. The project 
originally had an implementation goal of January 1, 
2000, but failed to receive support from the 
individual codes of nomenclature. A revised draft of 
the BioCode was published in 2011 and continues to 
seek support. 
Hawksworth DL, McNeill J, Sneath PHA, Trehane RP, 

Tubbs PK. Towards a harmonized 
bionomenclature for life on earth. Biology 
International 1994a;30:1–44. 

Hawksworth DL, Chaloner WG, Krauss O, McNeill J, 
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Bionomenclature, IUBS Monogr. 9) International 
Union of Biological Sciences. Paris; 1994b. 

Hawksworth DL. Steps along the road to a 
harmonized bionomenclature. Taxon 
1995;44:447–456. 

Greuter W, Hawksworth DL, McNeill J, Mayo MA, 
Minelli A et al. (eds). Draft BioCode: the 
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prospective international rules for the scientific 
names of organisms. Taxon 1996;45:349–372. 

Orchard AF, Anderson WR, Gilbert MG, Sebsebe D, 
Stearn WT et al. Harmonized bionomenclature – 
a recipe for disharmony. Taxon 1996;45:287–290. 

Greuter W, Nicolson DH. Introductory comments on 
the Draft BioCode, from a botanical point of view. 
Taxon 1996;45: 343–348. 

Hawksworth DL. Introducing the Draft BioCode 
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Plant Associations International Code of Phytosociological 
Nomenclature 

 

In 1976, the International Society for Vegetation 
Science6 published a formal code of nomenclature for 
communities of plant species, the International Code 
of Phytosociological Nomenclature (ICPN). The third 
edition of the code was jointly prepared by the IAVS 
and the Fédération Internationale de Phytosociologie 
(FIP). 
Barkman JJ, Moravec J, Rauschert S. Code of 

Phytosociological Nomenclature. Vegetatio 
1976;32:131–185. 

Barkman JJ, Moravec J, Rauschert S. Code of 
Phytosociological Nomenclature, 2nd ed. 
Vegetatio 1986;67:145–195. 

In 1976, the International Society for Vegetation 
Science6 published a formal code of nomenclature for 
communities of plant species, the International Code 
of Phytosociological Nomenclature (ICPN). The third 
edition of the code was jointly prepared by the IAVS 
and the Fédération Internationale de Phytosociologie 
(FIP). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Weber HE, Moravec J, Theurillat J-P. International 
Code of Phytosociological Nomenclature. 3rd ed. 
Journal of Vegetation Science 2000;11:739–768. 

 
 
 
 
Theurillat J-P,  Willner W, Fernández-González F, 

Bültmann H, Čarni A et al. International Code of 
Phytosociological Nomenclature. 4th edition. Appl 
Veget Sci, in press. Preprint available at 
https://doi.org/10.1111 /avsc.12491 [Accessed 
9.11.2020]. 

Footnote: 6. Now the International Association for 
Vegetation Science (IAVS). 

Footnote: 6. Now the International Association for 
Vegetation Science (IAVS). 

 

General   
The various Codes of Nomenclature are compared in: 
Jeffrey, C. 1989. Biological Nomenclature, 3rd ed. 
Edward Arnold, 
London. 
Cyanobacteria continue to be covered by both the 
Botanical Code and Prokaryotic Code. An effort to 
reconcile the status of this group of bacteria has been 
underway for several decades. Although some 
progress has been made, a final decision has not yet 
been reached between the ICN and ICSP. 
Oren A. A proposal for further integration of the 
cyanobacteria under the Bacteriological Code. Int J 
Syst Evol Microbiol 2004;54:1895–1902. 
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International Code of Nomenclature of Prokaryotes 
(ICNP)1 
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Footnote: 1. Formerly the International Code of 
Nomenclature of Procaryotes (sic), the International 
Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria (ICNB), and earlier, 
the International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria 
and Viruses. Also known informally as the Prokaryotic 
Code, formerly the Bacteriological Code (BC). 

Footnote: 1. Formerly the International Code of 
Nomenclature of Bacteria (1966), and, earlier, the 
International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria and 
Viruses (1958) and the International Bacteriological 
Code of Nomenclature (1948). Also known as the 
Bacteriological Code, and, since 2008, as the 
Prokaryotic Code. 

 

Early drafts of the International Bacteriological Code 
of Nomenclature were published in 1947 and 
reprinted in the Journal of Bacteriology in 1948 and 
as a reprint in the Journal of General Microbiology in 
1949. The first edition of the code approved by the 
Judicial Commission was published as an annotated 
book in 1958 as the International Code of 
Nomenclature of Bacteria and Viruses. The 1966 
revision was published in article form only, as an 
update to Chapters 1–4. Subsequent editions were 
published as books in 1975 (1975 Revision) and 1992 
(1990 Revision). 
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Padua is the English name; Padova is the Italian 
name. A standard way of naming cities, etc., must 
be adopted. Do we write, e.g., Munich or 
München; Copenhagen or København, etc. 
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Plant Associations Plant Associations  
In 1976, the International Society for Vegetation 
Science6 published a formal code of nomenclature for 
communities of plant species, the International Code 
of Phytosociological Nomenclature (ICPN). The third 
edition of the code was jointly prepared by the IAVS 
and the Fédération Internationale de Phytosociologie 
(FIP). 
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General   
The various Codes of Nomenclature are compared in: 
Jeffrey, C. 1989. Biological Nomenclature, 3rd ed. 
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Cyanobacteria continue to be covered by both the 
Botanical Code and Prokaryotic Code. An effort to 
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